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IN SOUTH AFRICA 

FOLLOWING IS BRITISH EMBASSY’S TRANSCRIPT OF IVOR RICHARD'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE UPON ARRIVAL IN CAPE TOWN LAST NIGHT, 

JANUARY 18,1977: 

BEGIN TEXT. 

"FIRST OF ALL AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, WE ARE NOW STARTING 
SO AS TO SPEAK, THE SECOND ROUND OF THIS SHUTTLE. THE FIRST 
TIME WE WENT ROUND I SAID THAT I WAS TAKING SOME THOUGHTS 
(FROM THIS) GOVERNMENT TO DISCUSS WITH THE VARIOUS PARTIES 
AND THE VARIOUS PARTICIPANTS. WE'VE DONE THAT AND WE'VE 
NOW TRIED TO-IF YOU'LL FORGIVE MY USING AN AMERICANISM 
THAT MR MUGABE USED-CONCRETISE THOSE THOUGHTS INTO SOMETHING 
MORE SPECIFIC AND I NOW PROPOSE GOING ROUND AND TALKING TO 
THE PARTIES AND ALSO TO THOSE COUNTRIES MOST INTERESTED. I 
LOOK FORWARD VERY MUCH INDEED TO SEEING THE PRIME MINISTER 
TOMORROW. AFTER I'VE BEEN HERE WE GO TO SALISBURY WHERE I 
SHALL SEE MR.SMITH AND BISHOP MUZOREWA. AFTER THAT OUR PLANS 
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ARE SLIGHTLY UNCLEAR-I SHALL BE SEEING THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, 

MR NKOMO AND MR MUGABE TOGETHER ON ABOUT 29TH, 30TH-THAT 
SORT IF DATE. WE ARE NOT ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN OF THE DATE YET. 

BUT PROBABLY IN LUSAKA BUT IT MIGHT ALSO BE IN MAPUTO. SO 
THAT'S THE PRESENT STAGE THAT WE'VE REACHED. 

Q: MR RICHARD, WHAT'S SO DIFFERENT NOW IN YOUR DISCUSSION 
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WITH MR VORSTER THAN LAST TIME- WHAT IS SO DIFFERENT? 

A; WELL I THINK REALLY THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT LAST TIME WE 
WERE REALLY EXCHANGING VIEWS AND I THINK THIS TIME I WOULD 
SAY THAT BRITAIN HAS MORE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS THAT WE WISH 
TO DISCUSS. 

Q: IT WAS STATED IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BY YOUR FOREIGN 
SECRETARY THAT THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY THAT SOUTH AFRICA COULD 
INTERVENE IN RHODESIA SHOULD ANY CUBAN INTERVENTION TAKE PLACE. 
NOW HE MADE THE STATEMENT AT LUXEMBOURG. COULD YOU JUSTIFY 
IF POSSIBLE THE REASONS BEHIND HIM MAKING THIS PARTICULAR 
STAWEMENT? 

A: I HAVEN'T SEEN THE STATEMENT- WHEN DID HE DO IT? 

Q: WEDNESDAY LAST WEEK 

A: IHAVEN'T SEEN THE TRANSCRIPT-I'M AFRAID I COULDN'T 

Q: IN FACT, HE DID MAKE IT-I HAVE GOT A STATEMENT TO THIS 
EFFECT, SO HE MUST HAVE HAD SOME REASON TO MAKE THIS? 

A: WELL, I HAVE NO IDEA ACTUALLY-BUT, AND I HAVEN'T SEEN 
THIS SPECIFIC STATEMENT SO IT'SDIFFICULT FOR ME TO COMMENT. 

Q: SIR THIS WAS SOON AFTER YOUR VISIT TO OUBOSRAND? 

A: OH, I SEE WHAT YOURE GETTING AT. NO, WHEN I WAS AT 
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OUBOSTRAND AND I HAD A VERY INTERESTING AND HELPFUL DAY WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER THIS PARTICULAR TOPIC WAS NOT ONE THAT FIGURED 
AT ALL LARGELY ON THE AGENDA OF ITEMS THAT WE DISCUSSED. 

Q: I SEE, BUT SURELY HE MADE A STATEMEFT AND THERE MUST BE 
SOME BACKGROUND, HE MUSY HAVE HAD SOME INFORMATION? 

A; WELL, ITS A BIT DIFFICULT FOR ME FRANKLY TO SORT OF 
COMMENT ON A STATEMENT I HAVEN'T ACTUALLY SEEN. IF YOU ARE 
ASKING ME ABOUT THE GENERAL POSITION THAT I AM PREPARED TO 
COMMENT ON BUT I HAVEN'T SEEN THE TRANSCRIPT OF WHAT MR 
CROSLAND IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE SAID. 

Q: HOW DO THE PRESENT PROPOSALS DIFFER FRGM THE PREVIOUS 
ONES AND IF NOT, IN WHICH AREAS IS THERE A DIFFERENCE? 

A: WELL, I THOUGHT I'D ALREADY ANSWERED THAT ALREADY. I 

MEAN THEY ARE MORE SPECIFIC THAN THE THOUGHTS THAT WE BROUGHT 

EARLIER. 
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ONE OF THE PROBLEMS IS, IF I MAQ SAU SO GENTLEMEN THAT WHEN 
I CAME OUT LAST TIME AND I SAID I WAS NOT BRINGING PROPOSALS, 

I WAS ONLY BRINGING THOUGHTS AND IDEAS, YOU DIDN'T BELIEVE ME. 

I WAS ACTUALLY ONLY BRINGING SORT OF THOUGHTS AND IDEAS LAST 
TIME, NOW I THINK WE ARE BRINGING SOMETHING WHICH IS RATHER 
MORE SPECIFIC AND I WISH TO TALK ABOUT IT IN MORE SPECIFIC 
TERMS. 

Q: ARE YOU BRINGING ANYTHING THAT YOU THINK MIGHT COME AS A 
SURPRISS TO MR. VORSTER? 

A: I DON'T THINK MR VORSTER IS A MAN WHO IS EASILY SURPRISED. 

THAT'S NOT MY IMPRESSION OF HIM ANYWAY. 

Q: DO YOU EXPECT TO SPEND A FEW DAYS IN SALISBURY? 
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A: YES. WELL I WOULD HOPE ACTUALLY THAT THIS TIME THAT I 
COULD SPEND MORE THAT THE 24-30 HOURS I SPENT THERE LAST HIME. 

I DON'T REALLY WANT TO SEE SALISBURY-I WOULD LIKE TO SEE 

SOMETHING OF RHODESIA ITSELF, AND I HOPE TO SPEND TWO OR 

THREE DAYS GOING OUTSIDE SALISBURY, TRYING TO FAMILIARISE MYSELF 

WITH THE COUNTRY. I'D LIKE TO MEET MORE PEOPLE THAN I MET 

LAST TIME, AND IT'S DIFFICULT TO DO THIS FRANKLY JUST BY 

SITTINT IN A HOTEL IN SALISBURY -HOWEVER PLEASANT THE HOTEL MIGHT 

BE. 

Q: BEFORE YOU COMMUNICATED WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT A FEW 
DAYS AGO WE READ ABOUT THIS IN OUR LOCAL PRESS- WAS THERE A 
POINT WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS ALL A WASTE OF TIME. YOU WERE 
ABOUT TO GIVE IT UP? 
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FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE FROM EDMONDSON 

A: NO,NO,NOT AT ALL, I NEVER THOUGHT IT WAS A WASTE OF TIME. 

I THINK THAT AGAIN WITH RESPECT, PEOPLE DON'T ENTIRELY BELIEVE 
WHAT ONE SAYS TO THEM. THEY MAY HAVE GOOD REASONS FOR THIS BUT 
OCCASIONALLY IT S NICE TO BE ABLE TO SAY WE (SAID IT BEFORE). 

I MEAN MY OWN VIEW ABOUT GENEVA AKD ABOUT THE PROSPECTS OF A 
SETTLEMENT REMAIN EXACTLY WHAT THEY WERE NOW AS THEY WERE JUST 
BEFORE WE WENT THERE- WHICH WAS THAT THE ELEMENTS FOR A 
SETTLEMENT ARE THERE IF WE CAN SLOT IT TOGETHER. NOW IN THE 
LAST THREE WEEKS SINCE I'VE BEEN IN SOUTH AFRICA I THINK WE'VE 
ACHIEVED QUITE A LOT. INDEED IN SOME WAYS RATHER MORE THAN 
I EXPECTED TO FIRST TIME ROUND WE'VE GOT SPECIFIC ASSURANCES 
NOW FROM THE FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS THAT WHEN AN INTERIM 
GOVERNMENT IS SET UP IN RHODESIA WHEN THE WAR WILL COME TO AN 
END. WE'VE ALSO GOT UNDERSTANDINGS , IF NOT SPECIFIC 
UNDERTAKINGS FROM THE NATIONALIST GROUPS THAT THE THOUGHTS 
THAT I BROUGHT LAST TIME AND I HOPE THE MORE CONCRETE PROPOSAL 
I BRING THIS TIME ARE REALLY A BASIS FOR REAL NEGOTIATIONS- 
NOW THIS WE DIDN’T HAVE FRANKLY THREE WEEKS AGO.MY ATTITUDE 
TO THE ISSUE IS SIMPLY- 1 WILL STAY IN AFRICA AS LONG AS 
IT IS HELPFUL AND AS LONG AS IT ISSUSEFUL TO US TO DO SO. SO 
FAR IT HAS BEEN HELPFUL AND USEFUL. THE MOMENT THAT IT BECOMES 
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USELESS WELL THEN, I WILL OBVIOUSLY PAKK UP THIS SHUTTLE AND 
GO HOME. IT MAY BE THAT IN THE COURSE OF THE NEXT TEN DAYS I 
WILL WANT TO GO BACK TO LONDON IN ORDER TO CONSULT THE GOVERNMENT 
AND MINISTERS AND THE PRIME MINISTER ABOUT THE PROGRESS WE'VE 
MADE SO FAR. THAT’S CERTAINLY TRUE BUT WE QILL BE COMING BACK 
AGAIN 

AND ANY INTERRUPTION THAT THERE IU IN THE MISSION IS 
CLEARLY WILL ONLY BE FOR CONSULTATION AND NOTHING ELSE. 

Q: WILL THIS COME BEFORE YOU GO TO SALISBURY? 

A: NO, NO. 

Q: WILL YOU BE SEEING- YOU DIDN'T MENTION REVEREND SITHOLE 

WHEN YOU TALKED ABOUT THE NATIONALIST LEADERS YOU WILL BE SEEING. 
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WILL YOU BE SEEING HIM? AND ON REFLECTION FDO YOU FEEL THAT 
SUPPORT WHICH THE FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS GAVE TO THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT IS A HELP OR A HINDRANCE TO YOUR MISSION? 

A: IT'S A COMPLICATION-THERE IS NO QUESTION ABOUT THAT. 

AS TO WHETHER IT'S A HELP OR A HINDRANCE I THINK WE MUST WAIT 
AND SEE BUT ON THE FACE OF IT IT'S CLEARLY COMPLICATED THE 
ISSUES THAT WE HAVE TO DEAL WITH AND THE WAY IN WHICH WE 
DEAL WITH THEM. I MADE MY VIEW ON THAT CLEAR AT THE PRESIDENTS. 

I DON'T EXPECT THEM TO AGREE WQTH ME ABOUT EVERYTHING BUT I 
THINK THAT THEY ACCEPT THAT. AS FOR THE REVEREND SITHOLE, I 
SAW HIM IN DAR I WOULD LIKE TO SEE HIM AGAIN IN THE VERY NEAR 
FUTURE BUT AGAIN ITS THIS PROBLEM OF FRANKLY FITTING EVERYBODY'S 
ITINERARIES TOGETHER. I HOPE WE CAN DO IT FAIRLY SOON. 

Q: WHEN AND WHERE DO YOU EXPECT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE TO 
RESUME? 

A: WELL, ON THE FACE OF IT I WOULD EXECT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
LO RESUME IN GENEVA, BUT CAN I JUST SAY THIS ABOUT IT-IT 
WAS ALWAYS MY VIEW THAT IT WAS DESIRABLE IF IT COULD TAKE PLACE 
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IN AFRICA. THE TROUBLE IS WE REALLY COUNLDN'T FIND A SITE-A 
VENUE- THAT EVERYBODY AGREED TO COME TO WHICH WAS IN AFRICA. 
THERE WERE SOME VERY EXOTIC VENUES SUGGESTED SOME OF WHICH 
WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE PLESANT AND WARMER AND PERHAPS RATHER 
MORE ATTRACTIVE THAN SWITZERLAND IS AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR. 
BUT THE FACT OF THE MATTER WAS THAT SWITZERLAND WAS THE ONLY 
PLACE THAT EVERYBODY AGREED WAS A PLACE TO HOLD A CONFERENCE. 
NOW IF THERE'S A GENERAL VIEW THAT IT SHOULD BE CHANGED TO 
SOMEWHERJ MORE AMENABLE WELL SO BE IT, I'M NOT GOING TO GO TO 
THE STAKE FOR GENEVA-IF THAT THE RIGHT WORD FOR IT-. IT’S 
A VERY EXPENSIVE TOWN YOU KNOW, APART FROM EVERYTHING ELSE, 
MANY CONSIDERATIONS HAVE TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BUT AT THE 
MOMENT IT LOOKS AS IF GENEVA'S THE ONLY PLACE EVERYBODY WILL 
AGREE TO GO. 

Q: WHAT IS YOUR PERSONAL VIEW INSOFAR AS THIS QUESTION OF 
THE POSSIBLE INTERVENTION OF SOUTH AFRICA SHOULD CUBA BE 
INVOLVED AND HOULS THIS RHODESIA SETTLEMENT ISSUE TURN INTO 
A DEBACLE? 

A: WELL MY VIEW BASICALLY IS THIS. WE ARE ENGAGED ON AN 
ENTERPRISE THE OBJECT OF WHICH IS TO STOP AUWAR AND PRODUCE 
A PEACEFUL TRANSITION. THE DIFFICULTIES ABOUT WAR AND WARS 
ARE THAT YOU CAN'T CONTAIN THEM. NOW YOU CAN'T HAVE A NICE 
LITTLE LOCALISED WAR AND PRETEND THAT SOMEHOW OR OTHER IT'S 
ALL GOING TO STAY IN THAT AREA OR IN THAT PARTICULAR COUNTRY 
AND THAT NOTHING ELSE OUTSIDE IS GOING TO BE AFFECTED. NOW 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THIS IS WHY I SAID RECENTLY AND MY GOVERNMENT HAS SAID- THAT 
THE ENDING OF THE WAS AND A PEACEFUL TRANSITION WE REG4$ - 
?38,& *7, $-.3,5-) AND I USE THE WORD DELIBERATELY -FUNDAMENTAL- 
TO THE PEACE OF THIS REGION AND IT MAY BE INDEED TO THE 
STABILITY OF OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD AS WELL. SO WE ARE HERE 
ACTUULLY TO TRY AND PREVENT A CATASTROPHEX. IF A CATASTROPHE 
IS NOT PREVENTED I THINK IT WOULD BE A VERY FOOLISH MAN WHO 
WOULD NOW PROPHESY THE PRECISE WAY IN WHICH THE DISASTER MIGHT 
STRIKE OR WHICH THE CATASTROPHE MIGHT ENGULF. BUT I'M 
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PERFECTLY CERTAIN IN MY OWN MIND THAT IF WE DON'T GET A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT THEN THE POTENTIALITIES FOR THE FUTURE ARE EXTREMELY 
GRAVE". 

END TZXT 

BOWDLER 
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